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[bookmark: _Toc24979997]1. SCOPE 

This document describes the policy of Kosovo General Accreditation Directorate (DAK) relating to cross frontier accreditation in line with the Regulation (EC) no. 765/2008, EA-2/13 M:2012 and ILAC G21 M:2012.
[bookmark: _Toc24979998]2. REFERENCES

· Regulation (EC) no. 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 339/93 
· EA-2/13 M:2012 - EA Cross Border Accreditation Policy and Procedure for Cross Border Cooperation between EA Members;
· EA-2/13 S1 M:2013 - EA Supplement 1 to EA-2/13, Interpretation of Terminology used in clause 5.1 of EA- 2/13;
· ILAC G21 M:2012 - Cross frontier accreditation - principles for avoiding duplication.

[bookmark: _Toc24979999]3. RESPONSIBILITIES

This policy is mandatory and applies to all DAK internal and external personnel involved in accreditation (such as DAK’s staff, PC, AC, TC and assessors and experts) and to all conformity assessment bodies (CABs) that are outside the territory of Kosovo and requesting accreditation from DAK.

[bookmark: _Toc24980000]4. GLOSSARY AND ABBREVIATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc24980001]4.1 Glossary
For the purpose of this Policy the terms and definitions given in the standard ISO/IEC 17011:2017 apply. 

[bookmark: _Toc24980002]4.2 Abbreviations
	AB
CAB
	Accreditation body
Conformity assessment body

	DAK
	Kosovo Accreditation Directory

	EA
EA BLA
EA MLA
	European co-operation for Accreditation
Bilateral Recognition Agreement of EA
Multilateral Recognition Agreement of EA

	ILAC
ILAC MRA
	International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation
Mutual Recognition Arrangement of ILAC

	PC
AC
TC
	Professional Council
Accreditation Council
Technical Committees
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[bookmark: _Toc24980004]5.1 Application from a CAB located within Europe

DAK accepts applications for accreditation from CABs within Europe whose headquarters is outside the territory of the Republic of Kosovo in the following cases:

a) when the Member State in which it is established the conformity assessment body has decided not to establish a national accreditation body and has not had recourse to the national AB of another Member State;

b) when the national AB do not perform accreditation in respect of the conformity assessment activities for which accreditation is sought;

c) when the national AB in which it is established the conformity assessment body have not successfully undergone peer evaluation in respect of the conformity assessment activities for which accreditation is sought.

When the country of the applicant has an AB that covers the accreditation scope that is required by the client and is a signatory to the EA MLA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA, then DAK proposes to client to seek accreditation with its national AB.

[bookmark: _Toc24980005]5.2 Application from a CAB located outside Europe

A CAB located outside Europe can apply to DAK for accreditation in one of the situations below:   
· The local AB does not offer the complete required scope of accreditation (including standards and sector schemes);
· The local AB is not a signatory to the EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA;
· There is no local AB in the country or economy;
· There are preferences based on commercial or other business reasons;
· The body’s customers demand a specific accreditation and will not be persuaded to accept an equivalent;
· The body is part of a chain of conformity assessment bodies with a single owner who wants all the bodies to be able to offer the same accredited certification.

In the above cases, depending on the situation, one of the following steps mentioned below may apply.

If there is a signatory of EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA accreditation body in the country or economy of the CAB, DAK shall:
· enquire whether the applicant CAB is aware of the local signatory to EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA accreditation body;
· inform the applicant CAB that the accreditation could be more economically performed by a local signatory EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA accreditation body; 
· point out the equivalence of the local accreditation demonstrated through the EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA.
· point out that, in case the application is accepted, DAK may involve the local AB in the accreditation process.
· inform the local signatory EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA accreditation body on the acceptance of the respective application, with the agreement of the applicant CAB.

If the CAB requests accreditation both to DAK and to the local signatory of ILAC MRA accreditation body, DAK shall: 
· obtain from the local accreditation body the information related to the previous accreditation activities;  
· take into account the results of the assessments of the local AB when planning its assessment plan for the CAB.

DAK may request the local signatory EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA accreditation body to provide personnel to DAK’s assessment team, each time it is possible, or can propose a joint assessment.

If there the local AB is not signatory of EA/BLA and/or ILAC MRA, DAK informs the local accreditation body on the acceptance of the accreditation application from its country.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Not applicable
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Not applicable
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