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1. SCOPE
This Policy describes the rules for transition from ISO/IEC 17025:2005 to ISO/IEC 17025:2017. 
2. REFERENCES
ISO/IEC 17011:2017 Conformity assessment - Requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies;

ILAC resolution of GA 2015 

EA resolution 2016 (38) 23
3. RESPONSIBILITIES
This Policy is mandatory for DAK internal and external personnel involved in accreditation, as well as for testing and calibration laboratories that are

· accredited by DAK,
· in the process of initial accreditation

· applying for accreditation.

This Policy is valid until 15 December 2020. 

4. GLOSSARY AND ABBREVIATIONS
4.1 Glossary

For the purpose of this Policy the terms and definitions given in the standard ISO/IEC 17011:2017 apply. 
4.2 Abbreviations
EA           European Accreditation Cooperation

ILAC       International Laboratory Accreditation Body

DAK       Kosovo General Accreditation Directorate 
GD          General Director 

QM         Quality Manager

PC           Professional Council

AC          Accreditation Council

5. DESCRIPTION OF POLICY 
ILAC has established a transitional period from ISO/IIC 17025:2005 to ISO/IEC 17025:2017. In accordance with ILAC Resolution 20.15, the transition period will be three years from the publication date of the standard. On 30 November 2017, ISO publihed the ISO/ IEC 17025:2017 standard, therefore on 30 November 2017, the transition period for the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025:2017 has started.

According to EA Resolution 2016 (38) 23, accreditations granted in accordance with ISOIEC 17025:2005 are valid until 30 November 2020. After that date these accreditations become invalid.

A testing/calibration laboratory can prove compliance with ISO/IEC 17025:2017 through an accreditation procedure, the annual surveillance or an extraordinary assessment.

Transition provisions:

To achieve a smooth transfer to the new ISO/IEC 17025:2017, DAK has set up the following rules for transition: 

1 DAK informs all accredited testing/calibration laboratories about the adoption of the new ISO/IEC 17025:2017 standard and the transition period set by EA and ILAC and DAK policy on transition from standard ISO/IEC17025: 2005 to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 standard.
2 By 01 July 2019, DAK is prepared to assess the testing/calibration laboratories against ISO/IEC 17025:2017. New applications for accreditation against ISO/IEC 17025:2017 are accepted from this date.

3 From 01 July 2019 to 31 October 2019, DAK conducts on-site assessment of the testing/ calibration laboratories according to ISO/IEC 17025:2005 standard or on the request of the laboratory according to ISO/IEC 17025:017. This request must be made prior to scheduling the date of assessment.
4 From 01 November 2019 DAK accepts applications for initial accreditation and re-accreditation only in accordance with standard ISO/IEC 17025:2017.

5 From 01 November 2019, all surveillance is conducted according to ISO/IEC 17025:2017.

Action plan for testing/calibration laboratories:
From 01.05.2019 until 01.09.2019 accredited testing/calibration laboratories must submit to DAK an action plan which shows that they have analysed the new standard and its implications for the operation of their management system and that they have draft a plan to effectively implement all necessary changes to achieve the transition to the new standard. The prepared plan should include:

· All actions to be taken to implement changes in standard,

· Time period needed to implement these actions,

· Persons responsible for any action to be taken,

· Employee training according to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 and changes that will take place in their management system

· Monitoring indicators that will show the progress and completion of the actions

· Summary of changes of Lab QMS according to ISO/IEC 17025:2017

· Risk analysis of impartiality

· Policy for sampling (in case sampling is an activity of the Lab)

· Declaration for using or not decision rules

· Description of the Information System

· Declaration of Option A or Option B

· Management review according to the new version

Work plans will be reviewed by DAK. If they are in contravention of this policy, DAK will request changes to the work plan. 

Confirmation of the laboratory’s compliance with ISO/IEC 17025:2017:
The effectiveness implementation of ISO/IEC 17025:2017 is assessed by the DAK assessment team during the on-site assessment. All nonconformities found have to be resolved before the end of the transition period including the time to checked the elimination of nonconformities by the assessment team and the time of DAK decision-making on the laboratories compliance with ISO/IEC 17025:2017. If the laboratory complies with ISO/IEC 17025:2017, a new accreditation certificate together with the scope of accreditation (annex) will be issued confirming that the laboratory meets the requirements of ISO/IEC 17025:2017. 

The accreditation of those accredited testing/calibration laboratories which do not meet the requirements of ISO/IEC 17025:2017 until 30 November 2020, will be withdrawn effective from 101 December 2020. 
6. ANNEXES

Not applicable

7. RECORDS

Not applicable
8. HISTORY
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